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FOREWORD

The Natlonal Cuairiculum Fronework (NCFL 2005, recommtiods Lhat
chilefren's e at school must be lnked to (e e ontside e sehool. This
principle mark= a departure froem the legacy of bookish learning which
conilinues Lo shape our system and causcs i gap bebween the school, himie
and eommumnity. The syllabt and texthooks developed on L basis of NCF
signify an oltempt to lmplement this basic dea, They alse attompt to
discopamge mbe learmmng nnd the maimtenanoe of sharp boondaries beiween
differemt subject arens. We hope these measures will take us significantly
Fortlier T Wie diveetion of o chilld- corited system of cilucablon ouliined o
e Nultonol Polley on Eduesilon | 1986)

The suceess of this efion depends an the stops (et school prinefpols
antl teachers will take to encourmge ehifidren to refllect on thelr own leambng
anid lo pursue imsmginative activities snd questioms, We must recognise
that, gtvem space, time and freedom, children genermte new knowledge by
engaging with (he information passed on (o (hem by adulis. Treating ihe
prescribed {exthook ns the sole bnsts of expmination is one of the key
reasaits why olher resotroes and siies of learning nre ighored. Tnculeating
creativity and mitiiGve = possible | we percelee nnd freat ehildren s
purticipanis in learming. nol os receivers of o fixed body of Knowladge.

These nims imply constderabile thange @ school miutines and moede of
fanctloning, Flexitility i the diity l!]:nl.-.tahlr b5 5 PECCSSATY His TIROUT n
tmplementing the v cslenear 4o Uil the renuibreed nember of teehingt
days are actunlly doveted o teaching. The methods wsed or teaching and
evnluation will niso determine bow elfective this textbook proves for mpking
children's §ife at school o huppy cxporimce, mther thon o source of siress
or boredom. Syllnbus designers hove (ried (o address Whie problem of
curseular burden by restruicturing and reodfenitng knowledge ol difforent
stages with greater eonsideration fis child payehology and Lhe Gme available
for teachingg, Thee texibook nlim;ﬂs o enlance this endeavour by glving
gty prinity anid spacse tn :_jﬂ?ﬂim]ulﬂ lor comitezmprlind o sl wepndderimd,
discission in small grogps, and activities requiring hands-on experienee.

The National Couneil of Educational Rescarch and Trining (NCERT)
apprecintes the hmrd work done by the wxtbook dovolopment committes
respansitie forthis ook We wish (o thankthe Chairperson of the Advisory
Ciroup i Sdeinl Stlenee, Professor Hord Visidewan, Chilf Adeisor, Hislory,
Mivfessor Nedladri Blhialtichorva and 'the Advidor for Lhis book,
Professor Nourovanl Gupla, lor gudding the work of this commiites, Severnl
teachers contribaited (o the development of tis textbook: we are grateful
to thedr principals for making this possible. We are Inidelted (o the
instititions and organksalions, which have gencronsly pormitted s to
draw upon thor resources, materid and personnel. We ore especially
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grudeful to We members of Ue Notlonal Mondlosnig Commiliee, appifated
biy the Deputtment of Sevondary and Higher Education, Ministry of Humun
Resource Bevelopment under the Chatrperson=hip of Professor Mrinal Mird
unel Professor G 1. Deshpande, for theirvalunble tdme and contribution. As
an orgmisition committed to systemic reform and continpons improyement
in tho quality of its products. NCERT welcomes commenits and sugfgestions
witich will enable us o undiorinke orther revision aod refinement.

Threcior
New Délld Rationn! Council of Educationa)
20 Decemnber 20056 Rissvsireh aod Training



RationaLisaTioON oF CONTENT IN THE
TEXTBOOKS

In visw 6f the COVID-19 pandsme; it 15 imperative to redues content
lcad on studemts. The Nations! Education Policy 2020, alst smphasisas
reduicing the content load and providinz opportuniti=s for ﬁpf_ﬂ:'ﬂhal
lrarning with r.:rEF_*n? mj.l;dset In this backsround. the NL":EHT has
undertaber the swarciss o ratonahss the taxtbocks across all clasess,
Learnmg Qutcamee already developed by the WCERT across.clasees
kave been wlen into conswderation o this exerciss
Contents of the textbooks have been rationzlised in view of the
following:
» Qwerlagping with zimilar contEat included in other subjact
arcas in the sams class
» ‘Sinitlar content melinled in the lewsr of Higher dlassz n thes
zamte zubjset
« Difficulty level
* Content which iz eassly accessible © students without much
wmtervenbions from teachers-and can be learmed by childreg
through sei-learnunz or pesr-jearming
* Content which iz wrrejevent in the pregent context

This prasent edition, is a reformatt=d varzion ‘after carryving put tha
changzs given above.






ON READING WORLD HISTORY

How is 1L possible, you may ask, to study the history of the workd within one
year? There is so much that hns Happened in different countries and so
mueh thal Tins been wrillvn ool étch coumtry. [low can we choose o lew
themrs for stody frmm o vast ond bounidiess corpms?

Thicse are valid questions. Before we read any book on world history we
need answirs (o such iuestions. A svilabus needs ta make clear how 1L is
arganiseed. A hoak should aqlnin whot il & seeldng to do,

We need Lo temember thal in studying or welting history Lhe bistoriin is
alwnys imvolved in o process of selection. This s oopoint thot £, H, Corr
maile many decudes: ago m o wonderfol small book Wit s History? After
witing through sm enomous pile of records o sty archive, s bistorian
notes down those {aets which appesr tmporiant o hinm He relates them (o
ather evidetyoe thui He Hos simikariy collectid from some olher archiive. from
some other place. He canmol possibly copy down everything he his rend.
noy use all the ovidenee bie has collected, The ovidenoe thot does nol mako
semse to the histardan goes unnoticed. Ax a later doko, some othor historian
meids Lhe same records wilh mew goestlons i mind. She now difcovers
cviddetite {hut Bl earler gone umioticed. She. Interprets this vviderice, makes
new connections, and wriles o new book of his

Histary writing canniol do away with Lhis gicmum of selcotivity, ‘:11 in
reading hisiory we need to sce whisi ovents nchistorian chonses (o facus on
amed how he interprets (hem. We nved Lo understand the larger aroment
the historian s developing, the broader fmmoework thrmugh whitch be makes
srpme o partioiler cvenits.

Till revendly Lhe history of Uwe wordd thai we reatl wios allen oslory of Lhe
risc of the modern West. It was a story of continmins progress nnd
development: the expansion of technology and science, markets and trade,
renson and milomality, frecdom and Uberty, Individia) histories of spectii
cvenits were very often strocturcd within Lis brger story of the trhomphol
mutreh of the West, Imperial dominition af the world wis premised on Lhis
coneepticn ol (he post. The West spwitsclf as the beorer of progress: civilising
the world, Intmeducimg roforms, fducnting nntives, expanding tmdes
anitd markels,

Should we nol gquestion this peroeptlon todny? To do thal we peed (o
re-look ut world history, lrmvel feross continénts and lorg chronologienl
perinids, oo sec whether we ean think of this history in ammw woy. Themes
in Wartd Historyy will help you in this journay.

I w1l e s Uhree diffcrent wevss

First: W will intraduce you W the darker histories thu lie bebind (e
glorious storiis of development and progress. You will see how the arrival of
explorers imil GRdes in Soulh Ameériea o the Bileentlhl anid sixtéenth
ceruries did nol simply open up the place for western commeme simd ouliume,
it ted to the spread of disease, destruction of civilisitions and the decimation
of populations, Later. when white settlers mowed inlo Norih Americ s
Arrsdralin, what we hoad wees ol just progress (Theme §), Behind the history
al'the developmeiil of modern cipitolist societies In Uwese ploces e Uhe dis.
turbing storics of displaremonts of indigimons populations, oo
ovrn genocide.
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Second: when vou read oboul e middng ol stilles aod empimes o See-
tion 11, you will see that (he drmn unfolds oot only in Rome (Theme 2], tho)
is in Europe, but in the Central Islamic states (Theme 44, and the land of the
Mungols (Theme 3). These chapters will tell vou about (ke vory different
ways fn which society andd polity are arganised o Hese places,

Third: inrending Section IV you will sée thal there are different palhis to
mtermisation. There wos o Hime when it wis belicved thnt indostriniisation
{i==sd occuryed in Hritain and ofhier countnies tried to replicate this model in
various wiys: 5o the divelopments of all conmniries were judged in rebiatlon
tos the Hrilish menled. Such an arpument e amiin sees te West as Lhe
centre of the workd. But we kmow today thot It is cortainly nol true Ul all
creativity lowed in ondy from the West o opposition (o this. howiver, we
rammpt simply assert that the West had no influence om what was happening
clsewhernr, or that historical developments in each comny beove (o be seent
inisokton, thit we should only look ot ithe Indigenous moots of all
developmients. Thoat would be o marow and Bmited perspective, aform of
parochializm, Instead we teed (o reeognise thil in different coomivics people
net creatively to shuape the workd in which thoy ive, anid these developments-
in fum have mpact on oiher couniries and continents, including Eumpe.
Theme B will help you see how even the cullumal developments in Renals-
saner Euroge were so sipmficantly influenord by dovelopanents in other puaris
of the warld. , .

Your jowrmney will begimwith the early eities (Thome 1) Yoo will then sec
how large states and cmpires developed in three different parts of the world,
amaed hew thesee m‘ln!h‘.ﬁ'ﬂm nrg:mhml ﬁu:llrl: 11}, Ins the next sect o, you
will hive 2 close lobk ot how European sosiety and culiune changed be-
tweens the minth snd the Ofteenth centuries, and what Europein exparision
mweant for e peaple of South Americ [Seotion ). Finally, vou will read
about the compex history of the moking of the modern wordd (Secton TV
Many of the themes will ntrodues yon to the debates in the lield and show
trow historlans eontinuousdy retbink old ssues.

Each seetion beglos withan drodhictbon and a Timeline. These timelines
are tid [or you to memorise for exams. They are meanl Lo give your somd ldea
ofwhotwns hoppaoaing in differoat places ot nmy obe pomt of e, They will
help you situate the hiatory of one place in relation to another.

Construeting 4 tmeline Is slways difficull. How do we chuose (he dalies
(e fdenis o Not all historiins would agree on (e cholees muode, In el
vou edmpore different Umelltes, given in different books, for U same period,
yorix oy Hhint the issues hightivhted o thom ore different. Sowe need o
ol each (mxcline critically, sce whit i iells us and what it does not
Timelines frome history in particulsr ways.

Th.Lﬂ.rE.u}-ull are not reading about the Idstory of South Asia. The book
vou read next year will be on “Themiss in Indion Histors”. Over Lhese two
vears (Clisses X1 and XI0) vour will lewrn nol only about some of the oritical
rvents and processesin the history of the world, you will also discover hiow
historans come to know abott the past. You will sec what sources they use
and bow they make sense of these; vonr will see how historical knowledge
develops theough re-interpretations oo debsiles

Nicktansd Brarraciasva
Chiieef Advisor. History
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